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May it pleaſe Your Honours, 


5 E Requeſt of rhe Mourniull 
Widow, and other Relatives, 
of the worthy Perſon deceaſed; 
concurring with my oun Inciination, 
left, with me, no room /0 deliberate, COM 
cerning this lnicription. 

F4 eafil y apprehend, how quick, and 
deep, a ſenſe Ton both have, of the lofs 
of ſuch another waluable perſon, from 
off thu Earth ; baving fo Lately born 1 ur 
part, in lamenting the Deceaſe of one 1 ou 
much valued alſo. Upon which account, 
I put in'o Tour Hands, a Diſcourſe on 
thoſe words, John 11. 16. Let us go, 
that we may d:e with him, 
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Such Perſons - leave ths World fo 
fat, that it grows a more difuewlt choice, 
withwhom to live, than wich whom 
t0 O1E, 

* When, on that fad occaſion, I did jet 
wy, ſelf to.confider, that paſſage of Voly 
Scripture, / had [cen ſome Expotitors, 
that made it 2 doubt, whetber that 
were meant of Lazarus, or of ovr Lord 
himſelf. Some, of good note, thought 
the latter. For which, was plauſibly to 
be alledg'd, what we find, veri. 8. and 
that, in this verſe 16. the words were 
pitt, not to Chriſt, bat to the Fellows 
fciples 

That Doubr was wor to. bave been 
6d in :n Aſlembly, where was net 
ther timc, mor 4 fit ſeaſon ro diſcnſs 
{ And tho I might more convenient! Y, 
I fha!l xo: ſay much to it, now, Only 1 
ſ age, that, without neceſſity, the pre» 
fenr coherence was wot to be tore, 
When by the ieries of Diſcourſe, the ſame 
Aim} ſcems plainly to be referr'd to, 
in the cloſe of the 15. veric, and of this 
16. — Lazarus is dead, v. 14. — ne- 
verthete!s, tet us go to HIM, werſius. 

T --—Lct 
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— Let is #fogo, that 'we may dic 
wit': HIM. | 

1+ was brite ed ſull td fay to Chriſt, 
Let us go, whoſe Mind appeared ſet up- 
on going. atready ; but to the Diſtiples, 
who drew bt Beſides that Reverence 
might reſbrdin from fſayiniz this to our 
Lor1, when what was to be: propos d W4s 
matter of Horration, azz of Enquiry 
The' ſometimes they Yeartd even to ask 
Inm + Queſtion, alſo; as Luk. 9. 45: 


* And they might the rather, bs now, un 


der a preſent awe, from the rebute, or 
expoſtulrrory anſwer, he ha4 given them, 
for their objedting againt going inco 
Tudes. Eſpecially, /o 11 not to hgnifte a 
remaining tear, which be h:4 ſo wy 
thee d Therefore Thomas's ſpeech, di 
retled to bis Fellow-Diſciples, but not 
out of Chriſt s bearing ( for we have wo 
reaſon to /uppoſe, that be ſeparated then 
from him, that he might [ay this 10 them 
apart) is ſorordered, as wot to import 
fear of death, but Lovero the Deceas'd. 
IF any fboult objet, that Thomas 
cold not mean dying WITH Lazarus, 
whey he was told, be Wis alrcady dead 
That 


4a 


That ſcarce deſerves anſwer, to any one 
that underſtands the latitude of the 
Farticle render d WITH, eſpecially , 
that it frequently ſignifies after, and not 
always with, + of ten notes no- 
thing of time at all. And therefare may 
bere aean no more, than let us go that we 
may die too, or, dic, as well as he. 

AI thi I ſay, not that I bave beard 
any Perſon, in Oar days,objeRt a inſt,or 
plead for,rhis or that ſenſe of theſe words: 
But knowing they bave been difterently 
underſlood ; aud this being the firſt 
eppertunity I bad to take publick notice 
of the Aifference, [ am not ill pleaſed, 
that I bave now, this occaſion of repre- 
ſenting it, to ſo competent Judges, part- 
ly to prevent Objetion, or at leaſt, to 
ſhav with what temper of mind, asy 
ſuch diflerent apprehenſions, is matters 
of no greater moment, ought to be look'd 
wpon. 


Nor fball 1 here wye Anthorities of 


Commentators, that have gout this * 


Way, or that in thu matter. Therefore 
I name none ; Ouly (orne, of as great 
ne me 4s any, have jadg'd this the more 

| probable 
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probable Opinion, which 7 bave fol- 
low'd. 

Many Inſtances might be given, where. 
ts, when matters, extra-cſſential to the 
Summ of our Religion, are deliver'd, 
one Senſe muſt be pitch'd upon, the' a- 
nother, very divers, ( of which there 
cannot be two) is not to be demonſtra- 
ted impoſliible. 

In which caſe, I much prefer a tacit 
following that which one chooſes, before a 
conceited Confidence, and crying down of 
the other. For confident Clamour nei- 
ther admits light, nor tends to enligh- 
ten any body. 

In the preſent caſe, it mates no diffe- 
rence, to any diſadvantage. For if we 
defire to be united in death, or ix that 
ſtate, to wbich it introduces, with thu or 
that H. Man : To be with our Bleiled 
Lord, in that flate, muſt be much more 
defirable. 

But the departure of the excellent 
Ones of the Earth, from it, leaves w 
leſt here, of preſent attraQtive,and gives 
us 4 very threatning proſpect, aud pre- 
ſage of what we are to expe 4, for the (n- 
tuce, T our 
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That ſcarce deſerves anſwer, to any one 
that underſlands the latitude of the 
Farticle rexder d WITH, eſpecially , 
that it frequently Jypifer after, and not 


always with, And very often notes no- 
thing of time at all. And therefore may 
bere mean no more, than let us go that we 
may die too, or, dic, as well as he. 

Al this I ſay, not that I bave heard 
any Perſon, in our days, objet againſt,or 
plead for,rhis or that ſenſe of theſe words; 
But knowing they bave been differently 
underſioed ; and this being the firſt 
opportunity I bad to take publick notice 
of the Kiffcreace, [ am not ill pleaſed, 
that I bave now, this occaſion of repre- 
fenting it, to ſo competent Judges, part- 
ly to prevent ObjeRion, or at leaſt, to 
ſhav with what temper of mind, any 
ſuch different apprehenſions, in matters 
of no greater moment, ought to be look'd 
wpon. 

Nor ſhall I here wye Authorities of 
Commentators, that have gon? this 
way, or that in thu matter. Therefore 
I name none; Only forme, of as great 
name as any, have judg'd this the more 

probable 
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445 oy Opinion, which I have fol- 
low'd. 

Many Inflances might be given, where. 
ts, when matters, extra-<ſſential to the 
Summ of our Religion, are deliver'd, 
one Senſe muſt be pitch d upon, the' a- 
nother, very divers, { of which there 
cannot be two) is not to be demonſtra- 
ted impoſſible. 

In which caſe, 1 much prefer a tacit 
following that which one chooſes, before a 
conceited Confidence, and crying down of 
the other. For confident Clamour nei- 
ther admits light, or tends to enligh- 
ren any body. 

In the preſent caſe, it mates no diffe- 
rence, to any diſadvantage. For if we 
defire to be united in death, or ix thar 
ſtate, 0 wbich it introduces, with this or 
that HI. Man : To be with our Bleiled 
Lord, in that flate, muſt be much more 
defirable. 

But the departure of the excellent 
Ones of the Earth, from it, leaves wu 
leſt here, of preſent attrative,and gives 
us 4 very threatning profpect, aud pre- 
ſage of what we are to expe t, for the (n- 
ruce, T oxr 


The Epiſtic Dedicatory. 

Tour Lardſhip's great reſpett to this 
Servant of Chriſt, was even bereditary, 
aud deſcended to him, by Ton, from Tour 
Family ; as 1 have often heard him ac- 


huwledge, with great Senſe of Obliga- 


/rom. 

Andl (Madam) Tour Ladyſip's great 
value of bim, tho it mizbt tate its firſt 
riſe from ſo near, and judicious a Rela- 
tive, could not but recerve a great n- 
creaſe, from his known worth, and 
Your own diſcerning Judgment. 

I. pray, ( not doubting it) that with 
wha: ſoever kindneſs, Ton bave received 
any Prophet, or other Servant of Chriſt, 
in that Name, Tex may have a propor- 
t!ionable Reward ; and am, my moſh Ho- 
voured Lord, and Lad) ; 


Your moſt obliged, 
humble Servans, 


in the Work of the Gefp. 1, 


7Jobn Howe. 
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: TIM. IVY. 16. 
.--Thou ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf and - 


them that hear thee. 


ro inſiſt upon at this time, and 
on this fad, and mournful oc- 
| cafion ; but not without RetroſpeQi- 
on, to the foregoing Verſe, and the 
tormer part of this; which run thus, 
verſe 15. Meditate upon theſe things, 

B grove 


di Heſe words I principally deſign 


_— 
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give thy ſelf wholly to them, that thy 
profiting may appear to all. V. 16. Take 
heed to thy ſelf, and thy dofArine ; con- 
tinue in them, for in doing this, thou 


ſhalt both ſave thy ſelf and them that 
bear thee. 


This whole foregoing Context con- 
tains Precepts, which reduc [to pra- 
ice, afford an eminent Example and 
Patern of a true Goſpel-Preacher : Or 
as the words are, v.6. Of 4 grod Mi- 
niſter of Jeſw Chriſt, nouriſted up in 
the words of Faith, and of good Dottrine. 
As theſe laſt words ſhew the bleſſed end 
and iſſue of ſuch a one's Miniſtry, 4.e. 
that he ſhall ſave himſelf; which muſt 
be look'd upon as certain. And them 
that hear bim; i.e. as much as in him 
lies, he ſhall herein do his part, and 
what is incumbent upon him, ro the 
ſaving of his Hearers, 

Theſe latter words hold forth the 
double end which a Miniſter of Chriſt 
1s to purſue, the ſaving bis own, and 
his Peoples Souls. 

The foregoing words, conſidered in 

reference 
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reference to theſe, contain the” proper 
means he is to'uſe in order to this 
two-fold end. 

3. e. He is to meditate 


"Er 7% 
mach on the great things of " hr 
the Goſpel. He is to be 5 


wholly in them, as the words than the Fo- 
leerally import, which we «ſenſe, /ci- 
read, be is to give bimſelf 5,77" 
wholly to them. He is to be 
continually increafing in the know- 
ledge of God, and that fo as not to 
know only to himſelf, but fo as to make 
known what he knows. He is cſpeci- 
ally (rho' that Le the common duty of 
Chriſtians) ro turn all to the uſe of E- 
difying, Eph. 4. 29. that bu profiting 
may appear to all. For tho' Timothy 
was et this time a young — 
the molt grown, did always ro 
be ſtill growing : None have here, .at- 
tain'd their Ne plus ultra, but may 
fil wrne for their Morro, Plas dltra, 
all their days; even Par! the Aged, as 
hewrites himſelf ro Philemon, tells the 
Philippians '( both thote Fprittes being 
dated from Rome, and typpofed ro be 
. B 2 written 
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written about the fame time, when 
he was firſt there) that he had not yet 
attain'd, in point of the transforming 
knowledge of Chriſt , chap. 3. 10, 11. 
And unto what pitch foever he grew, 
it was ſtill in order to communicati- 
| Cor.n, x, 0. He writes tothe Cor- 
© rinthians, that he determi- 
ned to know nothing among them ; which 
is ſo to know, as to mate known, no» 
thing but Jeſus Chriſt and him cruci- 
Eck. 3.4 I 4+ And tothe Epbefians, 

that he would bave them 
underſtand, hu knowledge in the Myſte- 
ry of Chriſt ; no doubt that their Sal- 
vation might be promoted thereby, 
And hereupon, in great part, depends 
a Miniſter's own Salvation ; as here- 
after will further. appear. Bur beſides, 
be us to take heed to himſelf, and fee to 
the good ſtate of his own Soul ; he is 
to take heed ro his. Doctrine, mor to 
corrupt, or handle deteitfully the word 
of God, but repreſent it ſincerely, and 
a the truth is in Jeſus. He is to con- 
tinue in them, i.e, in the things he be- 
fore exhorts him to megitate on, on 
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be wholly in them; to continue is 
the Faith, of what was to be believ- 
ed; and the Praftice, of what was to 
be done; and in preſſing and inſiſting 
on both. And all for the mentioned 
Ends, that he might both ſave himſeſf, 
and thoſe that hear him. 

And it is this two-fold End of a 
Miniſter's Care, and Labour, that will 
take us up at this rime. This is that 
therefore, which as God ſhall help, I 


am to evince and apply, viz. 


Dot. That a Miniſter of Chriſt is to 
make it his buſineſs, both to ſave him- 
ſelf, and hu bearers. 


I am, as the Text direts, to ſpeak 
of theſe two Ends conjunatly : And 
here I ſtall not ſpend time, or uſe a 
a liberty, beyond what is obvious, 
and uſeful; in enquiring into the Coun» 
ſel of God, why he makes ule of fach 
in order to the ſaving of others, as 
need to be ſaved themſelves, allo. 

But ſhall principally infiſt, rhat 
fince it appears to be God's pleaſure to 

B 3 make 
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make aſe of ſuch, they ſhould, there- 


fore, moſt earneſtly concern themſelves, 
and be very intent upon carrying on 
this deſign ; viz. of their -own, cons 
junaly with that of their Hearers Sal- 
vation. Yet as to the former of theſe, 

1. Somewhat it may be requilit to 
ſay, concerning ths Courſe and Me- 
thod, which we find the Wiſdom and 
Good-plcaſure of God have pitch'd 
upon, for the carrying on a ſaving De- 
ſign in this World; to make uſe ot ſuch 
tor the ſaving of others, as do need to 
endeavour the ſaving of themlclves. 
And here | ſhall briefly ſhew ; 

1. How it is to be underſtood. 

2. How the fitneſs of this Courſe 
may be evinced. 

As to the former we ſhall bricfly 
norte ; 

That we muſt be cantious to un- 
derſtand aright, how, and in what 
ſenſe any one can be ſaid, to ſave him- 
{cl1t, or another. Therefore, 

x. It muſt be underſtood /o, as to 
keep at a remote and awful tillance 
from intrenching upon a Divine Pre- 

rogatrve. 
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ative. It being mdft expreſly ſaid, 
Iſa. 41. 11. 1, even I, am the Lord, 
and beſides me there is no Saviour : and 
Chap. 45.21, 22. There i no God be- 
fide me, a juſt God, and a Saviour, there 
is none befede me. Look to me, and be ye 
faved all the ends of the Farth: for I 
am God, and there is none elſe. Which 
plainly ſignifies, that in the higheſt 
ſenſe, to ſave, 15 moſt appropriate to 
Deity, eſpecially, with an everlaſting 
Salvation, as 'tis expreſsd, v. 17. of 
this Chap. 45. Iſrael ſhall be ſaved, in 
or by the Lord, with an everlaſting Sal- 
vation. And that to be ſoa Saviour, is 

equally incommunicable, as to be God. 
How gloriouſly doth he triumph in 
this excellent peculiarity of the God- 
head, in his Expoſtulations with Job, 
Chap. 49.9. Haſt thou an arm like God ! 
q. d. * Come let us compare; ſtrerch 
** out that weak withered ulcerous 
© Arm of thine. Deck thy ſelf now with 
* Majeſty and Excellency , array thy 
* ſelf with Glory and Beauty; try if 
* thou canſt make thy ſelf thine in 
* God-like ſplendor: Caft abroad the 
B 4 * Rage 
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* Rage of thy Wrath : behold every one 
ou a feds and abiſe him. Try 
* thy power upon thy tellow mortals. 
* See if thou canſt cruſh all the haugh- 
* ty ones of this World, bring them 
* down, and bind their Faces in the 
* Duſt of the Grave. And (to recall 
* thee to the greater things mention'd 
* before) try if thou canſt form me 
* ſuch another Earth as this, eſtabliſh 
* its Foundations, lay its corner Stone. 
* If thou canſt countermand the Moti- 
* ons, bind up the Influences of the 
* Stars in the Heavens. Then will / 
confeſs unto thee, that thy own right- 
hand can ſave thee, verl, x4. It is, it 
jeems, as much above created Power 
to be a Saviour, as to be the Creator 
or Ruler of the World. 

And how ſhould we dread to think 
of uſurping the 7itle and Offce of the 
great Emanuel, the Saviour, who is 
therefore call'd FEST S, becauſe be 
was to ſave bis People from their fans, 
. Matth &. 21. 

2. Ycrthere is a true ſenſe wherein 
the faving AR and Power, arc other- 


wiſe, 
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wiſe, and very variouſly aſcrib'd. Some- 
times to Faith, Luk. 7. 50. Thy Faith 
hath ſaved thee; fometimes ro Hope, 
We are ſaved by Hope, Rom.$.2 4. fome- 
times to Baptiſm, 1 Pet- 3.28. Baptiſm 
doth alſo now ſave us, not the putting a- 
way the filth of the fleſh, Ec. lometimes 
to Husbands and Wives 1n reference to 
one another, 1 Cor, 7.16. Sois the Go» 
ſpel call'd the Goſpel of our Salvation, 
Eph. 1.13. And to you u the word of this 
Salvation ſent, AQt. t1. 26. Soare we 
exhorted to ſave our ſelves, AQt.2.40. and 

others, Jud. 2 3. Others ſave with fear. 
Thus in lower matters, is the ai, of 
Writing, tor inſtance, aſcribed to the 
Pen, to the Hand that uſes it, and to 
the Writer himſelf, that moves both ; 
and we have no difficulty to under- 
ſtand thoſe different forms of Speech : 
Nor is there a greater difficulty in the 
preſent caſe ; ſo to aſcribe to the Crea- 
ture, the low ſubordinate Agency, 
which indiltinCt capacities may belong 
to if, as in the mean time to reſerve to 
God and Chrilt the ſupream Agency, 
which is molt peculiar and appropri- 
ates 
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ate t& Divine Power and Grace, 1 Pet. 
r.5: Eph. 2.8. 

2. We now come next to ſhew, 
That it was very manifeſtly agreeable 
to the moſt accurate Wiſdom of God, 
to imploy ſach in.the deſign and work 
of faving others, as were themſelves 
concernd, and needed to be faved 
ro0, "that were to be upon the ſame 
botrom themſelves with the reſt ; and 
to venture their own Souls, and their 
everlaſting conceraments rhe ſame 
way, and intothe ſame Hands. 

And this we ſhall labour to clear 
and make evident by degrees. 

r. Itwas fit, ſince Creatures were 
to be employ'd in this work, ro make 
uſe of Intelligent Creatures, ſuch as 
could underiiand their own errand, 
and at with deſign in purſuance of 
it, 

2. Mankind was univerſally loſt, fo 
as all do need being ſaved theraſelves. 

3. Therefore no intelligent crea- 
tures elſe, could be employed herein, 
but the unftall'n Angels, 


4. We 
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4. We may adventure-to- ſay after 
God, and when he hath fodetermined 
the matter himſelf, thaugh it wasnor 
fit for us to have fail it before him, as 
if we would dirett the Spirit of the 
Lord, or as his Counſellours would in- 
ftrutt bim, Ila. 40. Rom. 11. that it 
was more ſuitable to make ule to rhus 
purpoſe of finfull Men , than of fin- 
leſs Angels, 

Let us ſever and lay aſide herein , 
what may at firſt ſight, ſeem ſpeci- 
ous, but is really not conſiderable in 
this matter, as that mes, 10 the ſame 
miſerable circumſtances with thoſe 
whom they are to perſwade, that they 
may fave them, will be ſo much the 
more earneſt, and imporcunate, uſe fo 
much the more preſling arguments, as 
having been upon the brink of hell,and 
the borders of deſtruction, for we fup- 
poſe ſuch as are moſt likely to pro: 
mote the ſalvation of others, to have 
been made ſenſible of their own un» 
done loſt ſtate, and to bein a way of 
recovery themſelves. But hereupon 
it may alſo be ſuppoſed, they will 

there. 


T2 A Funeral Sermon on 
therefore ſo much the more patheti- 
cally plead with finners. Their know- 
ledge of the terrors of the Lord will 
urge them to perſwade men, 2. Cor, 5. 
11. and make them eloquent at it. 
But what? more than Angels? When 
the Apoltle, 1 Cor. 13. ſuppoſes one 
ſpeaking with the tongue of Men and 
Angels, doth he not intend a gradati- 
on, and (ignify the latter far to excel? 
And are we to ſuppoſe that the be- 
nignity of their own natures, their 
kindneſs to man, and their perfe&t 
conformity, and obediential compli- 
ance and ſubjection to the will of their 
ſovereign Lord, would not have ob- 
lig'd them to do their uttermoſt, if he 
had ſeat them upon ſuch errands 2 
we cannot doubt it. Burt, 

rt. It 13 apparent that what the 
Blefſed God doth in purſuance ot this 
ſaving delign, he doth to the praiſe of 
the glory of bis grace, and that it might 
appear the more conſpicuous, in the 
whole conduct of this affair. 

2. That it is not within the com- 
paſs of any created, no not of apgeli- 

cal 
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cal power, to change the hearts of 
men, and turn them to God. If An- 
gels were the conſtant Preachers inall 
our Aſſemblies, they could not with 
all their heavenly eloquence convert 
one ſinner, if the immediate Divine 
Power did not exert it (elf, ' The Peo- 
ple are willing inthe day of his Power, 
who was God-man, as Pſal. 110. 3: 
The Jews at Mount Sinai received the 
Law by the - omg of Angels, yet 
kept it not, AQ. 7. 5 
3. Yet if Gcd ould put forth his 
own power, by ſuch a Miniſtration : 
If Angels ſhould appear in glorious 
aray among us, and ſpeak to men 
with greater advantage , and more 
perſwaſive eloquence, than we can 
conceive ; and marvellous effects, by 
divine concurrence , ſhould enſue ; 
Thoſe great effes, among a fort ot 
creatures led by ſenſe, and who judge 
by the fight of the eye, would all be 
alcribed to the viſibly glorious Inſtru- 
ment, not to the ſupreme Agent, who 
is inviſible and our of (ghr; even as 
in eftes of another kind, "the invifible 
Power 
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Power anid \Godbead, that do» all, ar® 
tietle regarded by ſtupid man, whoſe 
dull eye ftays, and reſts mn the viſible 
outſide , ' and fixes his mind there 
OO, 
4. Therefore the rich treaſures of 
the Goſpel are put into earthen veſſels, 
that the exceBency of the power might 
be, i. e. might appear to-be of God, 
and not of the inferiour Inſtrument, 
2 Cor. 4. 7. 

5. In this way of diſpenſation , 
wherein God ſpeaks ro men /zable to 
the ſame paſſions with themſelves, he 
accommodates himſelf to their fratl 
ſtare, who ' cannot bear glorious ap» 
pearances ; and to their own option 
and deſires, who ſay ro Moſes, Exod. 
20. 19. 'Speak thou tous and we will 
bear, but let not God ſpeak to us left we 
die. When they had heard rhe found 
of the trumpet, and the voice of 
words accompanied with thunders and 
lightenings, they en!reated that they 
might bear no more, Heb. 12. 19. The 
celeſtial glory, while our mold and 
trame is duſt , doth more aſtoniſh , 

than 
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than inftrut. Thoſe foft and plea- 
fant words, This is my beloved Son— 
hear him, (poken by a woice from the 
excellent glory in the Transfiguration, 
made the Diſciples that heard them 
fore afraid , and fall on their faces , 
Matt. 17: 

How would it unhinge the world, 
and diſcompoſe the whole ſtate of cr 
vil affairs if all converſions were to 
be as Saul's was, when be became 

aul, with ſuch concomitant effects, 
not only on himſelf, but all others 
preſent, eſpecially being wrought (as 
moſt Converſions may be) in nume- 
rous Aſlemblics, the Convert (iguck 
blind for ſome days, and all that were 
in the place, ſpeechle(s! Perhaps we 
have one ſuch inſtance ro let ns fee 
how inconvenient it were , ſuch.in- 
ilaoces ſhould be: common; or that 
this ſhould be God's ordinary way ol 
converting, and faving ſinners. 

6. The holding of men in this 
world under the miniftery of Men,.not 
of Awgels, in retercace to the affairs ot 
their Salvation, 4s certainly more fu- 

table 
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table to the condition of Probatroners; 
for eternity, and another world ; and 
more aptly ſubſervient to the buſineſs 
of the Judgmeat-day , when all the 
ralents men were entruſted with, their 
natural endowments, and faculres , 
as well as additional advantages, are 
to be accounted for. We ſhall here- 
after underſtand better, but may, - in 
good meaſure, conjecture now, why 
there is fo fix'd a gulf by the Wit 
dom and Counſel oft God , between 
the two Worlds, the vifb/e, and rhe 
irvifible, and fo little commerce be- 
tween them. 

And whereas in the Old Tellament, 
the apparition of Angels was more 
frequent, that paſſage, the world to 
come, being (aid, wot to be put in ſub- 
jettion ts Angels, fecms to lignity the 
time after the Meſt:h's appearing 
ſhould be more entuely left ro the 
condu:t of a Goſpel-miniſtery , as the 
connection , Heb. 2, verſ. 4; 5. inti 
mares. 

7. And tho' the compaſſions of 
men, who have been in danger to pe- 

riſh 
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riſh themſelves, cannot be ſuppoſed 
more powerfully to influence them, 
unto an carnelt endeavour of ſaving 
them that are in the like danger, than 
the kindneſs and benignity of Angels 
would do, it they were ſo employs ; 
vet their concern to fave others, who 
are alſo to be ſaved themſelves the 
ſame way, is likely, more eaſily, more 
generally, more ſenſibly, to be ap- 
prehended by thoſe others, ro whom 
they are to apply themſelves, upon 
this account, They have kinder 
thoughts of one another , than they 
are like to have of a ſuperiour order of 
creatures, "Their own fleſh aud Bload, 
1s nearer akin to them. Yea theyare 
more apt to love one another ( and 
conicquently to apprehend one ano- 
thers love) than the Bleſſe 1 God him- 
(clf. Which is more than intimated 
in thar of that H. Apoſtle, r Toh. 4.20, 
Fle that loveth not his Brother, whom 
be hath ſeen, hew ſhall he love God , 
whom be hath not ſee: > Things af 
ieQt us, nor meerly as they are, but 
at they are wndorllood Miniſters can- 

| C not 
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not be kinder to mens Souls, than the 
Bleſled Angels, among whom there 
is a joy for the converſion of a fin- 
ner, much more pure, exalted, and 
ſublime, than an humane breaſt is ca- 
pable of , and in proportion , more 
fervent defire of ſuch converſions : 
But their propenſions towards us, tho' 
they ſhould be expreſſed by Counſels 
and Precepts that tend to our good, 
would be lels apprehended by moſt 
men; they carrying a ſeverity with 
them, which makes them nced ſuch 
infinuative recommendations, as ſlide 
morecaſily into their minds, from crea- 
tures of their own Order. 

8, Our Lord himſelf was fo con- 
cern'd tor the ſaving of Souls, as who 
could be beſides? But tho' before the 
Floud he is ſaid to have preached to 
the Old world, 'twas, by bu Spirit , 
in the Miniſtery of Neab, a Man like 
themſelves, to whom he preachrt. 
But when he thought fit to preach 
ummediately himlclt, he put on fleſb ; 
and dwelt, or did tabernacle, among 
men as one of them, Job. 1. 14. So 

Moſes 
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Moſes foretold. A Prophet 
like to me ſhall God raiſe up, 4% $ 
bim ſball you hear. So his on 
terrour was wot to mate w a- 

fraid. And tho' his compaſſionateneſs 
towards us is argued from his being 
tempted, and compas t with 


| Heb. 4. & «. 
infirmities, as we are, that 4? 


cannot be underitood, as if hereby he 
became more gracious and mercafull 
towards us i# himſelf ; but his being (o, 
was the more appreben/ſible to us. 

9. The ftcadinels of the Courſe 
God hath taken in this matter, ſhews, 


what his Judgment was of the fruels 
of it ; who doth all things according 
to the counſel of his will, Eph. 1. ut, 
Tis obſjervable, that when our Lord 
Was now about ro alcend, he fixes 2 
Maixiſtery that he promiſes his Pre- 
lcace unto, always, or every day, unto 
the end of the world, Mart. 23. 19, 20. 
Aſceading be high he gave (among 6- 
tier) thelc gifts ro men, (even ro the 
rebellious, Plal. 65.) Apoſtles, Prophers, 
Epenzelilts , Paſtors , Teachers , Eph. 
1. $5---— 11. And that he might 

C 3 pur 
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put an honour upon this Miniftery, 
when he "deſigned rhe Goſpel to be 
preached to Cornelius, and his Rela- 
tives ; tho" he prepares Peter, by a 
Viſion, and ſends an Angel to Cornels- 
uw, *rwas not to preach to him, bur 
to diret him to fend for Peter, to 
preach to him and his; who tells him, 
when ke fell at his feet, 7 a/ſo am a 
man, AQ. 10. Weare bumane Prea- 
chers, tho from a divine Maſter and 
Lord; and of a divine Word. 

z. But now the Mind, and Coun- 
ſel of God being ſufficiently evident 
in th's matter, both in the faF, and 
in the ftneſs of it, to make uſe of ſuch, 
for promoting, the common ſalvation, as 
do nccd rhemiclves ro partake there- 
in; we come now to ſhew, That the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel of Chriſt, ought 
to be wery intent upon the buſineſs of 
their own ſalvation, conjundtly, with 
that of them that hear them; and of 
theirs with their own. 

There is a double obligation mecting 
upon a inificr of the Goſpel ; that of 
the Law of Narure,and of the Law of bu 

Office ; 
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Nature obliges him to intend his own 
Salvation ; his Office, theirs that hear 
him. The ſame Authority lays him 
under the onc obligation, and the o- 
ther. For he that is the Author of Nu- 
ture, is the Author of bis Office too. 

1. He ought ſe to mind the concern 
of bis Feoples Salvation, as not to ney- 
led} bis own. Thus is fo evident in it 
ſelf, that it weu'd be fuperfluous to 
ſpeak to it, were it not that we, as 
well as they 10 whom we preach , do 
need to be put in remembrance of very 
important things, tho' we tuow them, 
2 Per. 1.12. 7o know, and to confider, 
we not only may diſting«iſb, but do, 
too often, ſeparate. And there arc di 
vers things to be conlidered to this 
purpoſe. 

i. That the Royal Law, as tis calFd, 
Jam. 2. 5. which requires us 70 /ove 
our Neighbour as ones ſelf, makes /ove 
to our ſelves; 1. ce. not mecrly which 
we bear, but which we ow? to our le] ves, 
the meaſure of thit which we ought to 
have for our Neighbour. And tha: 

C3 WiC: 
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which ovght ro be the mea ſure in any 
kind, (bould be the mot perfelt in that 
tind; and muſt oblige us to love firſt, 
our moſt noble ſelf, our own Souls 
2. "Tis groſs hypocriſy to ſeem car- 
nelly intent upon faving other men, 
and to be negleQfull of ones own Sal- 
vation. "T5 fim only which endangers 
both ; meant by the more and the beam, 
Matt. 7. 3, 4, 5. And eur Saviour, we 
ſee there, fligmatizes fuch a one, with 
the brand of a» bypecrite, that is offi- 
cious to tate ort the mote from bus bro- 
ther's eye, but never concerns himſclt 
to calt ont the beam from bis own eve. 
3- 'Tis a ſcandalow and an ignomi- 
wious abſurdity, as the Apoſtle's ſharp 
exoltularions imply, Rom. 2. 19, 20, 
21, 22. to take upon ones felf ro te 
a guide to the blind, a light to them that 
are in darkneſs, to take up with having 
a form of knowledge, and of the truth 
in the Law; and ro teach others, and 
wot to teach ones ſel/' Preachbeft then 
(as he adds) A man ſhould not fteal ? 
and doſt thou ſteal! } Thou that ſayeſt a 
man ſhould not commit adultery, doſt 
thou 
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Thou commit adultery > Thou that ab- 
horreſt idols, doſt thou commit ſacrilege ? 
Thes that maketh thy beaſt of the Law, 
by breaking the Law diſhonoareſt thou 
God > This is that which makes rhe 
name of God be blaſphem'd among the 
Gentiles ; ashe rclls us tis written, re- 
terring to ſome Texts in the Old Te- 
ſiament, Ezet. 16. 47, ----52. Ch. 36. 
22. 'Tis a blackening thing when ir 
can be laid, I was treper of the wine» 
yards, but my own vineyard have 1 not 

kept, Cant. 1. 6. Our Lord ſpeaks of 
it as a reproachtull Proverb, which he, 
knowing the hearts of men, obſerved 
ſome were apt to milapply ro him, 
Lute 4- (noted to have been in uſc 
among the Greets, and which, with 
that Empire, had reach t Jada ) Phy- 
fic/an, heal thy ſelf. It would be very 
OppProvMrious to us, who are in the Mi- 
niſtr+, it it could be truly faid to us, 
we ſeem concern'd at the diſcaſedneſs 
that appears 1n our flocks , but over- 
look the difcaſcs , and diſtempers of 
cur own Souls. That was meant for 
a bitter reproach to our Lord, dying 
C41 upon 
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upon the Croſs; He ſaved others , 
himſelf be cannot ſave. To us, if it 
might be truly fad, it mult be a juf 
reproach, as well as bitter ; our ſaving 
our ſelves being our duty enjoyn'd us, 
and tending ro the ſaving of others ; 
whereas our Lord s ſaving bimſelf, in 
the ſenſe intended by thoſe Scoffers, 
was ag2inſt the Law he was, then, un- 
der; and againſt his own defiga ; 
rending to overthrow it, and leave 
them to periſh, whom he was dying 
to lavec 

4. The oblcrvable negleRt of the 
delign to ſave 9:17 ewn Souls, would 
defeat and deſtroy the other deſign of 
ſaving theirs that bear us. For who 
can think us ſerious in our preaching, 
or that we believe our fclves, in what 
we fay ; it we maniteſtly decline, our 
ſelves, thit way of ſalvation, whiich 
we propole to others ; we tempt men 
to Infidelity, if we live like Jatidels. 

It was a cuttin, Repartee, made by 
an Arheiltical perſon, /# one, that lea- 
ding an ili life, yer profelt to wonder, 
that the ether, the Arguments tor a 

Deity 
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Deity being ſo -phin and cogent, did 
not own rhere was a God ; The other 
reply'd he much more wonder d, that 
he who did own him, ſhould yet Ire as 
he did! This tends to overthrow all 
our preaching. Tho” our Saviour di- 
res, 10 do as they ſaid, who fate in 
Moſes s chair, not as they did; becauſc 
they (aid and did not : Yet he did not 
thereby juſtify thoſe ſelf-repugnant 
Teachers ; for his reflection upon 
them is ſufficiently ſevere. And we 
are to conſider in the caſe, not meerly 
what man's daty is, but what their 
diſpoſitions are. Not what they ought, 
but what they are apt, to do. If they 
think we do but at a part, when we 
{peak never (0 movingly to them, they 
will be lictle mov'd by all that we can 
fiy. They will be more apt to con» 
clude, that we who have ſtudied, and 
learched into the matters of Religion, 
more than they have done; have 
found fome flaw at the botrom, and 
perceive the very Foundations of it to 
be infirm ; and therefore pratice not 
according to the Dettrizes, and Rules 

of 
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of it. But that for our gain, becauſc 
it was the Calling we were bred to, 
and we know not how elſe to live, we 
are content, and ſome way conſtrain'd, 
to keep up the forms, we found in uſe ; 
and maintain them, that they may 
maintain us. 

5. Yet when it ſhall be found, as 
upon ſtrit enquiry it cannot but be, 
that the Foundations of Religion, arc 
more firm than thoſe of Heaven and 
Earth, how diſmal will it be to have 
preach t to others, and our ſelves to be 
caſt-aways > x Cor. 9. 27. For as, by 
looſe, licentious walking, we hazard 
other mens Souls, which we thould 
endeavour to fave; fo we, more cer- 
tainly, Jole our own. God may fave 
them, ſome other way, and by other, 
more apt Inttruments ; bur we have 
little reaſon to expect that we ſhall 
fave our own; cither while we defign 
it nor, (as if we were to be faved by 
chance) or, much lefs, it we counter- 
at any ſuch deſign. Which we may, 
moſt deſtruQtively, by that fingle In- 


ſtance, which the Apoſtle, in that 
laſt 
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laſt mentioned place, refers to; an 
inculg'd intemperance ; or not ke 

ing our bodics in ſubjeion; in (er- 
vitude, or in a ſerviceable temper, as 
the word 3zAzwyar imports ; to fub- 
due them into the ſtate of Servants ; 
whercin, rather than fail, one would 
uſc the ſeverity which this other word 
«vxm42Z x there lignifies. It is plain 
that if we {ve after the fleſh we muſt 
die, Rom. $8. 13. There is one Law 
for Miniſters and People. And it is 
only by the ſpirit, we are (0 to merts- 
fy the deeds of the fleſh, that we may 
[rve. How diſmal when a Miniſter's 


own breath poiſons him! When the 
very Goſpel which he prea- 

ches is 2 deadly odour * to - Cor. 2 
himſelf! how horrid whea ;-..; 


SY 


a Shepberd is the Leader of 
the Epicurean Herd / 

6. But if by negleRting viſibly the 
Golſpel-way of ſaving himlclf, he nor 
only hazard, but actually deſtroy o- 
ther mens Souls, together with his 
own, he then periſhes, under a much 
heavier load of guilt, than another 

man 
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man can, that was not under his obli- 
gen As his obligation was double, 

is his geile, When finfull, vicious 
inclimtion, hath depraved his mind, 
pur out the eve of his pradtical ander- 
flanding, ſo that the Blind leads the 
blind, "Toth fall into the ditch ; but hs 


falls much the deeper, having the o- 
thers deſtrution charg'd upon him, 
ropgerher with his own. Such Teach- 
ers as bind beauy burdens for others, 
which they will not touch--- {all under at 
aporavared woe. And the calc is the 
fam*, with them that prepare, and 


ſer before their Hearers, the moſt nu- 
tritive and dcleQtable farce, which zbey 
will not ra. And for that Reaton , 
prrhaps, the People will not feed on 
them, becauſe rhe Prerchers themicl vos 
too evidently, apjxar, to nave no 
tall or rclith of them. 

, The Miniſters of Chriſt ounht to 
conjoyn the [orious defign, and carnel 
endeavour, of ſaving them that hear 
th en, with the de: ſign, and endeavour of 
ſaving themſeives. They are not to 
be fo bound up within themſelves, as 


only 
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only to mind their own things, tho of 
this moſt noble kiad. 

t. The Law of Nature obliges them 
to it. Which extends irs obligation, 
as far as humane nature extends. And 
muſt therefore include them with the 
reſt of Mankind, under the ſame com- 
mon notion : Viz. them, who are Mini- 
fters, not as they are ſuch ; for nature 
hath not made them Miniſters; but a 
they are Men. Whom the Royal! Law, 
mention'd before, requires ts love their 
neighbour 1; themſelves : and therefore 
to ſeek anothers felicity ; not be- 
fore, but @ their ows. We are taught 
to count it an unnatural barbarity , 
when we ſce any preſt and piache b 
bodily wants, and miſerics, ts hide 
our ſelves from our own fleſb, Ila. 58.7. 
How much more, if we fee immortal 
Souls in danger to be loſt and periſh, 
that are of tix /ame mate, and Capaci- 
ry, with our own | 

2. 7The Law of Chrift 25 ſuch, oblt- 
pes Chriltians to the ſame thing, 
Which is nor, in this inilance, chere- 
fore, a divers Law, bu: hath a diffe- 

rent 
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rent ſtamp, and impreſs, as being the 
Law of rhe Kingdom of God in Chriſt. 
We are to bear one anothers burdens, 
fo fulfling the Law of Chriſt, Gal. 6. 2. 
What fo weighty a burden can there 
be upon any man as this, the impor- 
rance of his eternal ſalvation > Ard 
which is plainly here referr'd ro, when 
we are required to endeavour the re- 
ſtoring of {ach as have been overta- 
ken, and lapſed into fin; by which 
the precious Soul is hurt, and endan- 
gered, ſhould rhey be left to fink un- 
der fuch a burden. Chriſtians are 
elſewhere, required to have tompaſſion 
on ſuch as they ſee in fuch danger, to 
ſave them with fear, and pall them as 
firebrands out of the fire, Jud. 23. 
Theſe are obligations common to Mi- 
niſters with others. Bur, 

}. The Law of their own Ofrce, lays 
upon them an obligation, peculiar, as 
ſuch, to them/elves. What ſerves their 
Office for, but this ; as the principal 
end and deſign of it > What is it meant 
tor ? but to gather in Souls to Chriſt ; 
and confirm them in him, becauſe there 

18 
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is ſalvation in no other, nor is there any 
other name given among men by which 
any can be ſaved, AR. 4 They are 
the Meſſengers of the glad tidings of 
peace. Their buſineſs is fo well known, 
even in bel it (clt, that a Spirit from 
thence ſpeaks it out, Theſe are the 
Servants of the moſt high God, which 
ſhew unto us the way of Salvation : 1. c. 
to humane creatures, of whom rhe 
poſſeſſed perſon was one, As 16. 17. 
4. They are obliged by the example 
of their Bleſſed Maſter. Our Lord 
Jeſus himfelt, the Primary Saviour by 
Office ; whom they are both to im- 
tate, and to ſerve in this mercifull 
deſign. Chriſtians are fo far ro imi- 
tate them as they do Chrift, i Cor.1r.1. 
which implies their obligation to imi- 
tate him, as the word rhere 
uled, ſignifies. The great Sal» wiiinrai 
vation, which none that Wes 
letl, can eſcape vengeance, began to be 
ſpoken by the Lord himſelf, then by them 
that heard him, and ſo on ; by others 
that ſucceed in the tame Ofice. 
T bis is following Chriſt in the way of 


imi;arion. 
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imitation, as in the mentioned place. 
And we are required to have the ſame 
mind in us, which was in Chrift, Phil. 
2. 5. and are told wherein, v. 6, 7, +. 
which read over at leiſure, and con(i- 
der what was that deep humiliation 
and ſuffering for ? but the ſalvation of 
Souls. And conſider that this is faid, 
as to the Saints at Philippi, fo parti- 
cularly to the Biſhops and Deacons 
there ; which fews their common and 
their ſpecial obligation both together. 
And now can we behold with what 
compaſlſions, and i» what agonics, e- 
ven unto blood, our blelied Lord pur- 
ſued this deſign, and not feel a con» 
ſtraint in our ſpirits, in our lower 
ſphere, and capacity, to ſerve it allo 
to our uttermoſt ! 

5. They are oblmed by the peculiar 
advantages they bave for this work, and 
thoſe they expett by it. 

1, They have ſpecial advantages, for 
it, from their very Calling, being, ſepa» 
rated to the Goſpel; taken of trom 0+ 
ther buſineſs, to give thiemielves ( as 
in this Context) wholy to this, They 

arc 


the Reverend My. Mead. 33 


are ſuppoſed therefore, to know more 
of the concernments of Souls; of the 
terrors of the Lord, 2 Cor. 5. 11. 
whence, therefore, they are to perſwade 
men; of the nature of Sin, and how it 
entang'es mens Spirits; of the wiles of 
Satan, and how he waits for advanta- 
ges to deſtroy them ; of the foundati- 
ons of Religion, and'by what Arts they 
are endeavour'd tv be ſubverted, or 
ſhake: and by what means and me- 
thods, they are to be demonſtrated, 
and eſtabliſhr. Of the Myſteries of the 
Goſpel of Chriſt, and how they are to 
be unfolded ; to have more ſpecial af- 
Jiſtances from Heaven, in their work, 
according as they faithfully mind it : 
Chriſt s promiſed preſence, therein, even 
to the end Theſe are Talents, with 0- 
thers, tending to the obtaining of 
thele, which they are to be accounta- 
ble'tor. And hereby they are ſtrong- 
ly obligd, with their own, to intend 
earneſtly the Sa'vation oft other mens 

Souls. 
2. They expe great advantazes by 
it. That, fince nothing is more grate- 
D full 
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full to our Lord Chriſt, than the pro- 
greſs of this ſaving work , he will 
bountifſully reward them that faithtul- 
I; ſerve hm in it. That if they be 
ftedfaſt and immovable, abounding in 
this work of the Lord (as he hath not 
a greater, now indoing, in this world ) 
their labour, in him, ſball not be in vain. 
They ſhall hear from him, wed done 
good and faithful ſervant, enter into the 
joy of thy Lord. If they turn many 70 
Righteouſneſs ( or endeavour it with 
ſincere minds) they ſhall ſhine as Stars 
in the Firmament, And in the mean 
time, the honour, and the pleaſure, of 
ſerving that mighty Redeemer, and /s- 
ver ot Souls, in fo glorious a deſign, 
have in them a very excellent reward ; 
and which cannot but beeſtcem'd ſach, 
by a right mind. 

6. They are oblig'd by the exigency 
of their own caſe. They cannot, as 
that is ſtated, negle thedelign of (a- 
ving othcr mens Souls, without for- 
feiting their own. If they warn them 
rot, over whom, as Watchmen they are 
Jet, they periſh, but cheir Hloud will be 

requir'd 
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requir d at their hands. it is a mighty 
truſt they ſtand charg'd with, which 
if they diſcharge not, they are liable 
to Accuſation, and Condemnation, as 
falſe, and faithleſs Servants ; perfidious 
to the Souls of men ; traitcrous to the 
King of Kings — whoſe Intereſt they 
will have betray'd, being his Agenrs, 
and Miniſters, in his Kingdom of Grace ; 
about the proſperous ſtate of which 
Kingdom, with the ſucceſsful progreſs 
of the Aﬀairs of it, he is moſt deeply 
concern'd. 

And now from this cenjunit confi» 
deration of theſe two great ends, which 
a Miniſter of Chriſt is to propound to 
himſelf. I might proceed to conſider 
them ſeverally, and a-part ; but thuthe 
cale doth not require, it being ecafie to 
lever what hath been ſaid to the one 
and the other; nor do our limits al- 
low it. 

We, therefore, go on to the (more 
neceſſiry) ſe of the whole, To this 
purpoſe, we collect, 

1. That ths World is nniverſally in a 
very miſerable ſtate. For it is the bu- 

D 2 ſinets 


36 A Funeral Sermon on 


fincls of Chriſt's Miniſters, to endea- 
vour, both, 7he Salvation of rhem that 
hear them, and their own. 

t. The Salvation of them that hear 
them. This is very indefinite. Let who 
will be the hearers, thev are ſuppoſed 
to be ſuch as nced to be faved. The 
Objett of their Miniſtry is all Nations, 
and every Creature, viz, that is, or 
ſhall be, capable of Leing taught the 
way of Salvation. Theretore all Na- 
tioxs are delug'd by the deſtructive e- 
vils, trom which they are to be ſaved. 
And rhe world is every where inhabi- 
red by miſerable Creatures. We are 
rold, that fin and death have paſs d up- 
on all men, Rom.<. 12, And all the 
ends of the Earth are invited to look 
unto Ged in Chriſt (2s the application 
of this Context, Phil. 2. thews) that 
POgp gy he ſaved, I'a. 45- 22. wWhere- 

t..C:1cio7re, tix Miniſters of the Go- 
[pel of Salvation, whereſocver they can 
obrain to be heard, are to endeavour 
the Salvation of their Heare rs, it ſhews, 
they cag ſpeak to none, whoTtand ner 
in necd of ſaving Me:cy. : 

2. And 
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2. And that they are al'o to /ar? 
themſelves as well as them that hear 
them, more fully ſhows the abſolute 
univerſality of the ruin that hath be- 
fal'en this World ; tha! there are, a- 
mong men, none to be found, that 
may be employ'd in ſaving others, but 
who are of the loft, themicives, and, 
Jo far, drown'd in the «c mm'"n deiugs 
of perdition, and deſtrutlion, as toned 
bs help, as well as the reſt, who came 
to ſeek and [avethem who are loft ; and 
to (tr:tch out to him craving bands, 
with; that crying voice, Lord , ſave 
us, we periſh. 

2. 7hecommon ſtupidity of this wretch- 
ed World, is, hereupon, woſt obſervable, 
and amazing, that lo tew /uch cries are 
ſeat up to Heaven ! Men ar- involy d 
in 2 common Ruine ; overtures are made 
to them of a common Salvation; but rhey 
are in reſerence hercto,deftiiute of com- 
mon ſenſe, i.e of \uch icnic as is com- 
mon, 10 lefs important cafes, * Their 
miſery lies in their having loft God; 
but little do they apprehend this loſs. 
Amidſt their other miſtries/ they cry 
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out, when ſome that are mightier op- 
preſs others, but none ſays, Where ts 
God my Maker, Job 35. 9,10. The Lord 
looks down from Fleaven, upon the chil- 
dren of men, to ſee if any will underſtand, 
and ſeek after God : but they are every 
one gone back; or are in an averſe po- 
Sure, none doth this good, no, not one, 
Pal. 14- and 53. None, till he give 
an effectual touch to their drowſie Spi- 
rits; and ſay, inwardly, and vitally, fo 
their Hearts, ſeek ye my face, lo as to 
make their Hearts anſwer, Thy face, 
Lord, will we ſeek. Preventing Grace 
doth this, Pſal. 27. 8. otherwiſe. they 
feel no need of God, they mils him 
not, are content to be without him in 
the world ; yea, fay to him, depart from 
us. Diſtance trom him is choſen, and 
defired. From him, whole off-ſpring 
we are, who is the Father of Spirits, 
their Parent, their Life, their Bleſſed- 
neſs ; of whom they are, and to whom, it 
they tend not, they cannot but be 
miſerable. Itis the Salvation of the Soul 
that is the end of Faith, x Pet.1.9. that 
Faith by which we are to come to God, 
& 
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believing that he is, and will be, the re- 
warder of them that diligently ſeek him ; 
being redeemed to God,by the bloud of his 
Son, Rev. 5.9. And who ſuffered once, 
the juſt fer the unjuſt , to bring us to 
God, r Pet. 3. 18. and who upon his 
ſuffering, intercedes, for the fame pur- 
poſe; and u able to ſav? to the utter- 
molt them that come to God by him, be- 
cauſe be ever lives to make interceſſion 
for them. 

But this Salvation of the Soul, this 
coming to God, or redemption by Chriſt, 
and his interceſſion thereupon, who 
looks after ? neither the end, the Sal- 
vation of their Souls, coming back to 
God; nor his Method for attaining this 
end, are regarded, or ſo much as 
thought on. To have this Fleſh faved 
from any thing that is grievous to it, 
every one covets, and endeavours , 
in vain. It muſt, however, ror in 
the Duſt, and be, in the mean time, 
a prey to Worms. Its own Father, 
Mother, and Sifter , will devour 
it, Job 17. 14. The Father of 
their Spirits would-'ſave, and ſatuſy 
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them, but him they ſhun, and will- not 
know. 

Who that obſerves how men {ſpend 
their days , even undcr- the Goſpel, 
which makes their time a day of Grace, 
wherein they ſhould be working out 
their Salvation, can think they have 
any concern to be ſaved 2 Their life 15 
continual trifl ng, ſome pals their days 
in mirth and jollity ; doth this fignity 
any ſenſe of miſery, or fear of periſh- 
ing, and that deſtruition from the 
Almighty is a terrour to them 2 Theſe 
arc not more idle, than others are idly 
buſie, to get Eſtates, and a Name on 
Earth ; but what is this to-their being 
ſed > They arc liable ro the com- 
mon, more ſenſible, miſerics of lite, 
and they are without God ; but this is 
no miſery with them. This miſery 1s 
their element, and burdens them not. 
Were thcir preſeat caſe, and future daw 
ger, in this reſpect apprehended, and 
telr, how full of onrcrics would this 

Vorld be ; O we are loft, and periſhing / 
Sach cries would ring through the 
Earth, and picrce Heaven! But the 

lame 
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fame carnality that is death, pq v6 
and makes them - miſerable, 

makes them ſtupid too, and inſen/ible 
of their miſery. | 

And arc theſe reaſonable Souls, in- 
telligent, immortal! Minis and Spirits, 
that are thus ſtupiſyd! twrnd into 
fuch Clods. and Stones! deplorable 
caſe | M-thinks ſuch a» Offce, fer up in 
the World, of men that are to ſave 
their own, and other mens Souls, (ſhould 
make them confider, and bethink 
themſelves, what i: it for It muil have 
had an original; and ſo, it hatha Divine 
Aﬀpet; a traſt of Heaven upon it, and 
muſt have an end, ſuitable ro the Wiſe 
dom, and Grace of Heaven, whichclaims 
to be enterrain'd otherwhe, than with 
neglect, and contempt ! 

And indeed, this leads to take no» 
tice more expreſsly, in a further Infe- 
rence. 

3. That there is a ſaving deſign os 
foot in the World. Set a toot by the 
Bleſled God himſelf. Ocherwiſe in fo 

reat a ruine as 15 come upon this 
wretched World, what could it figni- 
ne ? 
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fie? for avy wav, to offer at ſaving ci- 
ther himſelf or others ? 

How vainan arrempt were it ! for a- 
ny man, out of fo deeprand horrid a 
gulf, of impurity, miſery, darkneſs 
and death, to think of lifting up him- 
ſelf, and of plucking up others as high 
as Heaven! Thu intimation, carries 
hope with it. It is a Voice from Hea- 
ven to ſuch as are ſo imploy'd, as Time- 
thy was: O ſave thy ſelf, and 15 many as 
thou canſt befides, It takes away all 
pretence for deſpair. God puts not 
men upon vain attempts. A {vely 
bope ought ro ({pring from hence. And 
we are ſaved by bope, Rom%.24. As 
without Hope no man would ever de- 
ſign for Salvation, or any thing elle. 
Hope is the Engine that moves the 
World, keeps the inteligent part of it, 
in action, every where. No man 
could rationally ſtir in purſuit of any 
deſign, whereof he deſpair d. Butas to 
ether defigns, mens hopesare common» 
ly ſelf-(prung, and end in ſhame. Nur 
whenone can ſay, Lord, thy word bath 
cauſed me to hope. Thou haſt put me 

upon 
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upon aiming to be ſaved, and to fave 
others, it ſpeaks rhis to be a juſt and 
a hopefull undertaking. I will rhere- 
fore ſect about working out my own fab 
vation (and with my own, other mens, 
as far as is within my compaſs) ex- 
peRing he will graciouſly fect in with 
me, and work in order hereto, ts mid, 
and to doe, of bis own good pleaſure , 
without which, all mine will be loſt 
labour. 

4. We further collet, That the 
Bleſſed God is moſt intent wpen this de- 


". 

That which this ſ#ppoſes, and that 
which itimports, ſpeaks him iztext. It 
ſuppoſes he hath appointed a Sovereign 
Saviour let over this work ; otherwile, 
there could be none ſubordinate. 

It imports, he hath fertled an Offce 
on purpoſe. Made it ſome mens ſpecial 
bulineſs, to intend ( as every one 
ought) his own falvation, and with- 
all, to give himſelf wp to this great 
work, the ſaving ai be cas. 

An Office fer up tor the ſaving of 
Souls, ought to Le a great thing in 
our 
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our eyes; and is 2 ſtinding reſtimony 
for God, how willmo he is men thaotd 
come t' the trowledge of the truth and 
be ſaved 

5. They that bear thu Office ſÞruld be 
highly honoured for their works fate 

tor how glorious an employment 
5K, t0 be in{trumemal to Selvation' 
To m any kind, Saviewrs. | 
coul I! you of lome great Frances 
m the Pagans world, that to their ©6- 
ther ſplendid Titles, have hat the 19- 
dition, of Soter , a Saviour ; as to 
ſome other, the Deſſrozer of Cities , 
hath been given as a name of reproach. 
And you do know who hath the name 
of Apeltyon, or Abaddon Rev.yg.r1 

6. It bichly magnifies the Wiſedom, 
Power, and Sovereranty of God, that he 
can, and will, mate wie of ſo mean [n 
ftlraments, for jo bigh and glorious a par- 
poſe. For what end and prirpoiſe can 
he greatcy , than the Recovery, and 
Salvation of Souis, fo dctormed, my 
ſeralle, and lo't, as the Souls of men, 
umveriaily, were? And what Inſtru- 
ments conld be mearer, or more vile, 

than 
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than futh bs needed robe [aved them- 
febvet, with the ſame Salvation ? That 
God ſhou'd mike o'e of them whowere 
darkneſs, Eph. 5. 8. 16 enlighten the 
world * Warr. 5.44. of (luch as were 
but fnfall fleſb, Yoh. 3. 6- to be able 
Miniſters of the ſpirit, 2 Cor. 3.6. 
ot fuch as had minds that were cumity 
araint# God, Rom. 5. 7. ts reconcile men 
to bim! 2 Cor. 5. 20, Thelcarc ſome 
of the wonders he works among the 
children of men, When he hath cow» 
veried ſome to uſe them (firſt far the 
converting of others, 'and then) for 
the t rengrhening oat. their converted 
brethren. 

7. The Miniſters of Chriſt are to be 
examples to them over whom they are 
ſet. They arets be (o iz the beginuing 
of their courſe, in their faclt turn to 
(109, tho th n, Na maore pailive lenle, 
that I miclt te a patern, &c. fanh 
the Apoliiic, 1 7im. 1.16. and is their 
after-courſe ; a5 in this Context, 2.82. 
Be thou an example of the believers,” in 
word, in COnvoerſa ton, NC They muſt 
be Leedreninebs whO't way of Saivati- 
»on, from f-f# to /af. 8. Pride, 
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8. Pride , in the Minifters of the 
Goſpel , and in them that live under 
a Goſpel- Miniſlery, is a moſt monſtrous 
abſurdity : For what are we all of 
us, but a company of wretched 
creatures, juſt periſhing, and only (at 
the belt ) but in the way of being 
ſaved! What have ſuch to be proud 
of ! 

9. Both Chriſt s Miniſters, and their 
Flocks, are under the greateſt obligation 
emaginab'c unto union, For their caſe is 
one and the lame ; their miſeries were 
the ſame , their dangers the ſame. 
They muſt all have the ſame S:viowr, 
the ſame way of ſalvation, an1 the ſame 

: the fame ſiate of falvation , 
which all the nations of the ſaved arc 
to be brought roar laſt, Rev. 21. 24. 

10. 'T7is an wnqueſtionable thing, that 

ſalvation is to be deſigned pry, 4 all 


ſorts. Miniſters muſt aim to fave rhem- 
ſelves, and their bearers. And is the 
Miniſter to deſign his Peoples falvati- 
on, and not they, their ows/ They 
have mean thoughts of Salvation that 
{tumble here, as if they wereonly to 

be 
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be ſaved from hell-flames! but to be 
ſaved. from fin that makes us anlite 
Ged ! to have his mage, and his Love 
perſeed in us, to be with the reſt of 
the elet, partaters of ſalvation , with 
eternal glory, is that mean? 2 Tim. 2. 
10. 

tt. The Miniſters of the Goſpel muſt, 
ſometime, or other, be taten away from 
their work. It is time, a limited du- 
ration, within which their work and 
buſineſs lies, for the ſaving —_—_ 
and thoſe that hear them. 
to ſave themſelves, Tins end han arc 
to purſue; and it mult fomerime- be 
attain'd., They are not alwaies to la- 
bour, and never reſt : ſomcrume, they 
are to receive the truir cf this their 
Labour, and the end of their Faith, 
the ſalvation of their Souls. As more 
time palles, their ſalvation draws nea- 
rer thaw when they believed ; they are 
not always to be in ſaving, and ever 
ſaved. In mercy to them, God will 
tranſlate them ; and may it not be in 
jadgment to many, whom they carneſt- 
ly labourcd to lave, but whercieted 
their 
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their counſels, and frove againſt their 
own Salvation: TZhat they may mot, 
always, labour in vain, for /hemſelves, 
and becavie thry have labourcd in vain 
for mavy others, they mu't be with» 
drawn from their hard and roilfome 

labour, and enter into relf 
12. The loſs is great, and grievons, 
beyond all expreſſion, above all our [1+ 
wentation, when /uch are taken away as 
have made it their bahnels, to Save 
themſelves, and thoſe that heard them. 
In their endeavour ts /ave themſelves, 
they have been great examples. In their 
endeavour to ave others, they may 
have been great Imſtramen!s. ot much 
laving good to many a Soul, How 
lew are they that drive fuch deſigns | 
how faſt doth tlicir namber decreatc * 
How fly may v e take up that of the 
F ſalmijt, when the god/y man ceaſes, 
and the faithful fail from among the 
childrew of men And wat could be 
laid wath greater Fartos. ial. 13. I. 
Help, Lord, as in a common Ruine ; 
help, beip, for God's lake, cip, Lorg, 
belp! My Fricnds, arc you not icnlible 
\ Ou 
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you have loſt ſh a gne, even while 
you are not yet fav'd ! while you yer 
need ta be working out your Salvation / 
The effeQually cated, 'tis true, are 
ſaved, 2 Tim. 1.9. Who bath ſaved w, 
and called us with an holy calling, ——- 
And ( which is, in fubſlance, the fame 
thing) the Regenerate are faved ; Not 
by works of righteouſneſs which we bave 
done, but of bs mercy he ſaved w, by 
the waſhing of regeneration, and the re» 
newing of the H. Ghoſt ; Tit. 3. 5. 

But, if this were the caſe of you all, 
how much yet remains to be done, in 
order to your full, and conſummate Sal- 
vation / You have yet mighty dith- 
culries to overcome. A body of death, 
which you are not yer delivered from. 
For are not thele ſome of your groans, 
in reference to ir, O, who ſball deliver 
wa A World, full of troubles, and 
inares. Your adverſary tbe Devil, that 
goes about ſecking whom be may de- 
vour : All the Principalities and Pow- 
ers of the Kingdom of Darkaeſs, that 
you are to contend with, and with 
whom you arc to diſpue every flep 

F, o! 
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of your way, to Heaven. And 
Yo ack need 'Tuch a Leader, in that 
way ? | 
And if any are fall'n into drowſie 
Slumbers, do you not need his awakes- 
ing Miniſtry ? It dead, how often bath 
the bl Spirit breathed life into 
yau, by his quickening Miniſtry? How 
often hath God us'd him, to enlighten 
you, when you have been in the dark ; 
co'clear up the great DoQtrines of the 
Goſpel, when you have not diſtintly 
underifood them? to eſtabliſh you in 
che Faith, when you have wavered, to 
reſolve "you in matters of praQtice, 
when you have been in doubt, to en- 
courage you in your fears and fainting, 
to comfort you, in your ſadneſs, and 
forrows! 1 wonder not that there are 
many weeping Eyes, and ſhould much 
wonder, if there be not many aking, 
trembling Hearts among you, for what 
you have loft, and from an apprehen- 
ſion, how hard, and, almoſt, hopeleſs 
it is, your loſs ſhould be ſoon, or & 
qually fupply'd. 
He was long in preparing, and form- 
ine” 
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ing, to be what be was when you loſt 
him. 

His Station among you in thu Neigh- 
bourbood, when firſt he undertook the 
Paſtoral Charge of this Church over 
which the Holy Ghoſt made bim over- 
feer, requir'd a man of as much Wiſ- 
down and Grace, 2s any ſuch Station 
could well be ſuppoſed to do. Conſi- 
dering how riumerous, how intelli- 
gent, 4nd well inſtructed a People, he 
was to take the care of, 1 well re- 
member, that about xz or 4 and 40 
years ago, being deſir'd ro give ſome 
help, on @ Lord 5-day, to that eminent 
Servant of Chriſt, Mr. GreezbiJ, whoſe 
praiſe is (hill, in af the Churches, 1 
then firſt heard him preach ; and (if 
my Memory fail not) he had abour 
that time in hand, ſome part of that 
excellent D.ſcourſe, of the Almoſt Chri- 
ftian ; 1 had then the opportunity of be- 
ginning an acquaintance with him. 

His excel{:nt good »atural Farts, his 
[ngenuous Fdacation, bs Indftry, his 
early Labours in preaching the Goſpel 
oft Chrift, in his narrve Country, 1n the 

E 2 City, 
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City, and in thu place. His Conjaniti- 
on and Society, for ſome years, with 
that excellent Servant of God before 
named ; above all, the gracious aſl 
ances he had from Heaven, gave him 
great :dvantages, to be a Miniſter of 
Chriſt, approved unto God, a Workmasx 
that needed not to be aſtamed, rightly 
dividing the word of truth. 

And his mulriply'd years, unto the 
,oth, with the continual addition 
thereby, to the rich Treaſury of his 
Experiences, ſtill improv'd him more 
and more : So that there being no de- 
cay of his natural Endowments, and a 
continual increaſe, of his Sapernatural; 
you had the beſt of bim, at laſt, whert- 
by, indced, your loſs was the greater, 
but your obligation was alſo the great- 
er, that God continu'd to you the en- 
joyment of him ſo long: and that in a 
ſervicesble flare. But when he could 
be no longer ſerviceable in his ſlated, 
delightfut work, it was by the decay, 
nat of the 7.ward, bur the outward mas ; 
ſo that when he could preach to you, 
and converſe with you no longer, he 

could 
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could earneſtly, and fervently pray for 
you, to rhe end, And God didinot 
afflit you, by leaving, long amgng you, 
only the ſhadow, the outſide of the 
man, and of ſuch a man ! 

He took little pleaſure in embroiliag 
himſelf, or bu Hearers, in needle(s, aod 
fruitleſs Controverſics. The grear, 
ſubſtantial, Do@rines of the Galſpel, 
were his principal ſtudy, and del;ghr ; 
ſuch as lay neareſt the Yitals, and the 
very Heart of Religion, and Godlinels ; 
and molt diredtly tending tn the ſaving 
them that heard him. The Subjects 
which be choſe to inſiſt upan, trom 
vime £0 time, in the courſe of his Mi- 
niſtry, ſhew'd, as to this, his Spirit, 
and Deſign. Haviog formed, from the 
H. Scriptures, that Scheme of Thoughts 
which ſatisſy'd him, and gave hi a 
clear ground, whereupon to preach the 
Goſpel, with an uarecoiling Heart, he 
lav'd not to diſcompoie it. His Judg- 
ment, in things which had that rc- 
ference, being conſtantly moderate , 
and unexceptionably found ; remote 
from rigorous, and indefentiible ex- 
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tremities, on the one hand, and the 
other. 
Hereupon he drove at his mark, 
without diverſion ; not ſo much aim- 
ing to profelyre Souls to a Party, as 
to Chriſt, And to engage men, as 
much as ih him lay, to be ſoxnd and 
thorough Chriſtians. Hitherto tended 
his Scrmons, from Year, to Year. The 
great Subject he had in hand, and which 
he left unfiniſh'd, when God took lum 
off from his publick work, was mani- 
ſeſtly pointed this way, /z. Gt the 
Covenant of Gad in Chaiſt. And 
his annual courſe, of preaching a Ser- 
mon on May-day, to Towng Men, ha 
the fame maniſeſt ſcope, and aim, 
with which his publick Labours were 
concluded. God fo ordering it, that 
his aff Sermon, was this Ycar, on that 


His Judgment in reference to mat- 
ters of Church Crder, was for Union, 
and Communion of all vifble Chrifti- 
ans, viz. of ſuch as did viſibly bold 
the Head, asto the principal credenda, 
and azenda, of Chriſtianity. The great 

things 
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a. * belonging 'to the Faith, and 
Prattice fe ian, ſo as nothing 
be made neceſlary to Chriſtian Come 
munion but what Chriſt hath made ne- 
cefſary ; or what is indeed 
to one's being a Chriſtian: What he 
publickly e0ay'd to this purpoſe, the 
World knows. And many more pri- 
vate endexvours and (trugglings of Fi 
for ſuch as 7aion | have not been un- 
acquainted with. The unfuccelsful- 
nels of which endeavours, he ſaid, nor 
long before his laſt. confinement, be 
thought would break bis Heart. He ia: 
ving openly, 4 divers perſons, 
and with great earneſtneſs, ſomerime' 
before, expreſt his conſent to ſome, 
Propeſals , which if che Parties con 
cern'd, 'had agreed in the deſire of rhe 
thing it ſelf, mult” unavoidably have 
mterr'd ſuch an Union, without prgu- 
dice ro their Principles ; and on ſuch 
terms, as muſt have exrended it mych 
ſurrher; elſe it had ſignify'd little. 
But this muſt be effected, as is roo 4p- 
parent, 'nor by meer humane engea- 
your, but by an Almighty Spirit 
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paur'd ; forth , which. (after. we, have 
ſuffered a while). (hall »a 7727 m1, put 
us imo. jo\nr,\,and make every jaynt 
know us place in the Body, 1 F 


10. Shall conquer private Interelts 
and Inclinations, and over-awe mcns 
Hearts by the Authority of the Divine 
Law ; which now, how expreſs fo- 
ever it is, little availeth , againlt 
ſuch prepoſſeMMions.. Till then Chri- 
ſtianity will be (among us) a languith- 
og, withering thing, . When the fea- 
ſon comes, of ſuch an <olffuſion of the 
Spirit from os high, rlicre will be. no 
Parties. And amidſt the Wilderneſs- 
Deſolation that cannot but be, till that 
iraſon comes, .it matrers little, and 
fignihes ro me ſcarce one ſtraw, what 
Party of us is uppermoſt. The moſt 
righteous (as they may be vogu'd). will 
be but as Briars, and ſcratching Thorns; 
and it is better ro ſuffer by ſuch, than 

be of them. 
fa the mcan timc, it is a mark of 
God s hcavy diſpleaſure, when perſons 
of fo healing Spirits are taken away. 
And if it awaken any of us, tha? will 
tend 
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tend to prepare us for the effects of ug; 
which Preparation, ſeems a thing more 
to be hoped, than prevent/os. __ 
Bur this worthy Scrvant of Chriſt 
ſees not the woſul day, whatever. of it 
he might foreſee. Hjs removal makes; 
10 many, indeed, a woeful day, and. 
that, all about him, . did long locelee.} 
He was long languiſhing, and. even! 
dying, daily. But amidit ſurrounding 
ak, as a Relation told me, there. 
was no appearance. ef .any. the jeq(t: 
Cloud upon his Spirit, that obſcured 
the evidences of bis Title to a Bleſſed: 
Eternity... Being asked; how be did,he- 
laid, Going home, as every boneſt nay, 
ought, when his work 4s Jone. He wwas 
much in admiring God's Mercics uns 
der his atil;fting hand, laying, every 
thing on this fide Hlell is Mercy, , T rat 
the Mercies he received were greater 
than by Bur'hens , tho in themſeloes 
grievous, That he rclted upon that 
promiſe, that his Fathgr would lay ns" 
more upon him than he would enib/'e hum 
to bear, That he expected to be ſyved 
only by the Rizbteouſne/s of Chrijt ins 
puted 
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puted to bim.” Tho' he' wal under- 
ſibod, 'as 1 had ſufficient reaſon to 
know, that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is 
never imputed to any, tut where, if 
the-Subject be capable, chere is an in- 
herent Righteoufneſs alſo, that is' no 
cauſe of var Salvation, but the Cha- 
ratter of the ſaved. And having be- 
fore precaution'd ſome as were abour 
him, 'not ro be ſurpriz'd, if 'he- went 
away ſuddenly, he repeated "the Eja- 
culation, Come, Lord Jeſus, come quick- 
ly; und renewing the former caurion, 
by ſaying, Remember whar [ ſaid before; 
as he fat in his Chair, with all poſlible 
compoſure, he bow'd his head, and 
without ſigh, or motion, expir'd in a 
moment. 

The - fghing part, he left to others 
that ſtay behind. And 1 do even ferl 
the Sorrows of his moſt afflicted Fa- 
mily, his mournſul- Widow; his for- 
rowing Sons and Daughters, his deſt- 
eme Church, with all others rhar got 

; or 'might have done” by his 
quickning, ſpiritful, piercing Miniſtry, 
or had the advantage, and __ 

0 
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of his acquaintance, /and-converfe. | 
Youy Grief cannot but be meaſured, 
by your Love ; and your Love by bs 
in the ſeveral kinds, and gbjeets of ir. 
His Conjugal, Paternal; *Paſtoral:, 
Friendly Love, as he was an affectio- 
nate Husband, a tender Father, xv 
gilant Faſtor, and a pleaſant Friend; 
But withall, let your--Conſolatians 
be meaſlurd by the proper grounds 
thereof, It is a moſt improper, irra- 
tional, unchriſtizn way of. being come 
forted in ſuah a caſe, only ro let rime 
wear away our forrows. It s but's 
negative, an beatheniſf, yea a weje 
than beatheniſh method of recewing 
Comfort, For | have obſerved in 10 
be animadverted on, as an intolerable 
abſurdity, by ſome among the Hea- 
thens, that time ſhould work that cure 
of Griet and Sorrow, which Reaſon 
and Prudence work. nat. | 
And thus 'tis plain, we hall be re- 
lieved, not by holy thoughts, but by 
not thinking. 50 it ray, jn time, be 
forgotten, that ever ſuch. Man as. Mr. 
Mead, was Miniſter in Stepuey / _ 
waat 
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whit is this: to, Chriſliaty Conſolati- 
bout | : 
-\ Bur we need- not wander from the 
Text for a poſitive, and a ſolid ground 
af +Comfort. Remember it was his 
buhnels ts ſave himſelf, ond thoſe that 
beard him. | As you have no doubt of 
bu. Salvation, which 1 believe none 
of you. have, make ſure of your own. 
Put on, with the breaft-plate of Faith, 
_ aud Love, that belmet, the 
"4 '» bope of Salvation. Y ou are of 
(6: the day, watch, and be ſober, 
aathoſe that are not appointed to wrath, 
Sat toobtaiy Salvation by Jeſus Chriſt 
And then confider (as 1 doubt not 
many @ Soul will bleſs God for him 
for cver) 'how glorious a ſight it will 
be, toſee him, one day, appear in the 
Head of a numerous company, of /a- 
wed ones; and fay, (a5 a ſubordinate 
Parent in the Apoſtles ſenſe, 1 Cor. 4. 
15.) Lard, bere am [, and the children 
1 hou haſt pipen me. 

lo concluſion For youu of his dear, 
.and- beloved Flock, rhis may be di- 
reQive to 30u 25s well as confolatory ; 

; wou'd 
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would you have a Paſtor after God's: 
Heart'? put your ſelves” under "the 
conduct, as much as in you is, of ſuch 
a Paſtor, as you apprehend will be in- 
tent, in all his Miniſtrations, upon 
this double end, to ſave himſelf, and 
them that hear him. And labour to be 
perfett, be of one mind, and , ce 1471, 

live in Peace, ſo the God of 
Love and Peace ſhall be with you. And 
remember him as one that hath had 
the Rule over you, and hath ſpekey to 
you the word of the Lord, and follow 
the Faith of ſuch, confidering the end 
of their Converſation ; and that Teſws 
Chriſt is the ſame, yeſterday, and to day, 
for ever. As you change Paltors you 
will not need ro change Chriſts, fo us 
to have one yeſterday, another to day, 
and a third tro morrow. - Paſtors un- 
der the Goſpel, as well as Prieſts un- 
der the Law were many, becauſe of 
death. Bur our B, Lord, becauſe be 
continueth ever, hath aw uwnthangeable 
Prieſthood, Heb. 7. 24. Therefore do 
you never think of anotber Chriſt, as 
their doubt was, Mat. t 1.4. bus ciezve 
To 
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to'this your great Lord with purpoſe 
of Peart, eilt he pive you at lg 

ant entrance into his everlaſting 
Kingdom. 

Let his mournſull Relatives, and all 
of you to whom he was dear, conſider, 
what our Lord offer'd as matter of Con- 
ſolation, in the moſt trying caſe, of 
this kind, that ever could occur to 
poor- mortals; 7. e. when he himſelf 
was to be taken away, from his ſor- 
rowing Family, and Followers. It is but 
Joh. 16. a little while , q.d. my 

words have a plain mean- 
ing. A little while, and you ſhall not 
fee me, and again, a little while, and 
you ſhall ſee me : and becauſe I go to 
my Father Te now have ſorrow, 
but your ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy, 
and your joy no man taketh from you. 


Now the God of Peace, that brought 
again from the dead, our Lord Jeſus, 
that great Shepherd of the Sbeep , 
through the Bloud of the everlaſting Co- 
venant, make you perfett in every good 
work, to do his will: working in you 

that 
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2 Ineſs for the Morrow. With an 
1di conrtaning the immoderate Deſire 
ing Things to come. 
OfC city, in reſlrvnce to other Mens Sins. 
A Sermon at the Funeral of Mr. Richard Adom:, 
M. A. ſometime Fellow of Breſen- Noſe Colledge 1n 


The Redeemer's Tears wept over loſt Souls: In 2 
Treatiſe on Luke 19. 41, 43. 7 ORR dix, 
wherein formewher +7 vccationa ”con- 
cerning the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt, and how 
- ve will the Salvation of them that pe- 


| A Sermon direGting what we are to do after a 
- irit enquiry, Whether or no we truly love God. 
lie Wike of Cer Dotbe of -- ow 
Henzy Phyſick. 
| The Carnality of Religious Dekados i wwo 
þ Sermons , preach'd at the Merchants LeQture in 
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A Sermon for Reformation of Manners. 
: A Sermon preach't on the Day of Thankſgiving, 
Decemb. 2. 1697. to Which is 'd Dr. Bates 


A Qin a Sober === the Pol- 


# Trinity in the Godhead. 

wo to a Friend, concerning z Poſt{cript to 
the Defence of Dr. Sherleck's Notion of the Trinity | 
in Unity, relating to the Calm and Sober Enquiry 
upon the ſame 

A View of thatpart of the late Conſiderations to | 
H. H. about the Trinity : which concerns the Sober 
Enquiry on that Subj*&. | 

Redeemer's Dominion over 'the Laviſible 

World. | 
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